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MINUTES 

FORD CITY BOROUGH COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING 

Location: Latin American Club 

November 23, 2015  
 

CALL TO ORDER 

Council President Bartuccio called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. and advised the audience that the  

            meeting for Monday, November 23, 2015 will be audio taped by Ford City Borough and Lisa Bittner. 

            Julie Martin - Leader-Times and Jonathan Weaver - Kittanning Paper are audio taping the meeting too. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

         Council President Bartuccio lead everyone in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL  

          Gene Banks, Beth Bowser , Kathy Bartuccio, Jerry Miklos, Vicki Schaub and Mayor Mantini were present. 

          [Josh Abernathy’s resignation dated 9-27-2015 was accepted on 10-12-2015.] 

 

ATTENDACE 

          Borough Manager Eden Ratliff, Borough Secretary Lisa Bittner, Caroline Hassa, Gary Stivason, Carol Fenyes,  

          Jamie Thompson, Dean Hutchison, Lou Vergari, Paul Klukan, Jamie Thompson, Richard Wakefield, Stacy  

          Gladysiewski, Bryan Gilbertsen, Mrs. Harmon, Paul Harmon, Debbie Turko, Tom Koch, Tom Ondrusek, David 

          Milito, Tyson Klukan, Ray Klukan, Paul & Barb Klukan, Julie Totos, Mrs. Nimerosky, Amy Moody, Anita  

          Bowser, Christina Bowser, Kathy Eddy, Mary Louise Edwards, Angelo & Joann Scope,  

          Julie Martin – Leader-Times and Jonathan Weaver – Kittanning Paper.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS Thursday, November 12, 2015 and Thursday, November 19, 2015 

Both held for the purpose of discussing the agreement with AT & T and the Choo Choo 

Train agreement.  

 

Council President explained the agenda items regarding the Civic Research Alliance will be moved to the end of the 

meeting.  [The speaker Dr. Kerry Moyer has not arrived.] 

    

CITIZENS COMMENTS At this time matters related to Civic Research Alliance’s presentation only.  

  

PRESENTATION Dr. Kerry Moyer from Civic Research Alliance  

  

PUBLIC QUESTION & ANSWER  

 

COUNCIL QUESTION & ANSWER 

 

CITIZENS COMMENTS:  At this time agenda items only.  

 Tyson Klukan had questions regarding the purchase of two (2) police cars. What is the mileage, does it  

 include sirens, LED light package, does the computer system inside have the mounting brackets, which fund  

 will this come out of? 
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Borough Manager answered one car has approximately over 107K miles and the other has approximately over 

120K, both received regular/routine maintenance from in house mechanics, regular state inspection, these are 

being purchased at the recommendation of the current Police Chief, both are unmarked cars, one is fully black, 

the other is black with white doors, we would have to purchase the decals separately, does not come with the 

LED [light] package or older light package, or sirens. The Borough that we are purchasing these from took 

them out to use them on other cars. We are expecting a few hundred dollars in those purchases. Both cars do 

have the mounting brackets for computers.  This will come out of the General Fund. 

 

Tyson Klukan had questions regarding the John Deere 775.  Why purchase in the Fall or Winter when we are 

done cutting grass, unless this will be used with snow attachments or blades or any other purposes?  Has this 

been discussed with Mr. Stivason [Borough Employee]?   

 

Borough Manager explained we’ll be purchasing, entertaining the idea of purchasing this mower for the 

purpose of snow removal only. We had an identical John Deere 775 for approximately 15 years died last year.   

It cannot be rebuilt at this time. We already have the plow attachment and salt spreader attachment for it. We 

are purchasing this for the purpose of sidewalk snow removal. This has been discussed with [Bill] Stivason. 

 

Tyson Klukan asked when will or do we have a time line when Plum Borough will accept [purchasing the two 

(2) police cars]?  

 

Borough Manager explained we are not sure when Plum will accept or when their Council has their next 

meeting.  We are hopeful to have one or both of the cars road ready by mid-December.   

 

Banks asked what shape are our vehicles in now?   

 

Borough Manager answered the pole is still out on that one.  It depends on who you ask.  The interim chief 

would not be requesting Council to entertain this idea if the current fleet of police vehicles were in the 

condition to still be used.  The one has over 160K [2007 Crown Victoria] miles and having a difficult time 

running.  The other has about 90K [2009 Crown Victoria] miles on it and is not running well either. It was 

suggested both of those be replaced.  He didn’t fell those could still continue to be used as police vehicles for 

the future.   

 

JoAnn Scopel stated she was not ready now.  

 

Angelo Scopel stated he had no comments.  

 

Amy Moody asked if it was true, after the purchase of the [1998 Crown Victoria] white car that it had to be 

towed in and thousands of dollars had to be put in to get it on the road? Is that correct?  

 

Bartuccio, Schaub and Miklos answer no. 

 

Moody asked why purchase two (2) vehicles when both have over 100K miles, and they are the same years as 

the current vehicles we have?    

 

Borough Manager stated they are relatively the same year are our current cars.  Borough Manager explained 

he asked the chief the same questions.  He [chief] answered it is not always the years and the amount of 

mileage, it’s the how the cars are taken care of.  The two (2) Plum vehicles received regular oil changes, every 

2000 miles. They received regular maintenance.  Plum has two in house mechanics. One department would 
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not be selling to another department if they were not suitable to be used. After being test driven and evaluated 

and the regular maintenance being evaluated the chief ……. 

 

Moody asked who test drove?    

 

Borough Manager answered he did and reported back to the chief. If he were here, he would be more qualified 

to speak about it. It all goes back to how well they are being taken care of.    

 

NEW BUSINESS  
 

BILL LIST 

Miklos made a motion to ratify payments in the amount of $3,046.45 authorized by the Borough Manager for 

recurring insurance and utility bills. Seconded by Schaub.  (Attachment) 

Motion Carried.   5-0   Unanimous  

 

PAYMENT RATIFICATION 

Miklos made a motion to ratify payment to Ace Hardware in the amount of $39.77 for the balance of 
invoice #067956/2 [trim line for weed eaters] dated 10-28-2015.  Seconded by Bowser. 
Motion Carried.   5-0   Unanimous  

 

VEHICLE PURCHASE  

Bowser made a motion to authorize purchase in the amount of $5,000.00 to Plum Borough for two police 

grade 2009 Dodge Chargers vehicle identification numbers 2B3KA43T19H631191 and 

2B3KA43T19H513027.  Seconded by Banks.   

 

Mayor asked if these vehicles are inspected?  If they are not inspected, how will they get up here?  

 

Borough Manager answered we will have to get them inspected.  One runs out this month and the other ran 

out last June.  If vehicles are not inspected, repair towing plates can be put on them and then driven to the 

mechanic.  Hopefully, Mike Toy [Mike’s Towing] will be able to lend us repair towing plates to get them to 

the garage to have them inspected.   

 

Bartuccio called for a vote. 

 

Motion Carried   4-1   Schaub is opposed.  

 

PURCHASE OF JOHN DEERE 775  [should be 445] 

Schaub made a motion to purchase a used John Deere 445 for $4,100.00 from West Central Equipment.  

Seconded by Bowser.  Motion Carried.   5-0  Unanimous    

 

TAX ORDINANCE 

Banks made a motion to authorize the Solicitor to prepare and advertise the tax ordinance at the milleage rate 

of 16.65 mills. Seconded by Bowser.   

 

Bowser asked if this is an increase, decrease or stable? 

 

Borough Manager answered it is ¾ of a mill decrease in the General Fund.  
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Motion Carried.  3-2    Miklos and Schaub are opposed. 

 

POLICE FLASHLIGHTS 

Miklos made a motion to authorize Purchase Order #10859 to Galls for two rechargeable flashlights for the 

Ford City Police Department at a cost of $161.42 for both.  Seconded by Schaub.    

Motion Carried.  5-0   Unanimous 

 

 

FIRE RELIEF 

Miklos made a motion to transfer the amount of $13,140.11 to the Ford City Fire Relief Assoc. which is 

Foreign Fire monies received from the State for this purpose.  Seconded by Schaub. 

Motion Carried.   5-0   Unanimous 

 

POLICE CARS 

Bowser made a motion to purchase global positioning system units for all vehicles in the Police Department 

fleet at a cost to be approved by the finance committee. Seconded by Schaub.  

 

Bowser asked what area are we talking about, do we know?   Borough Manager answered not at this time. 

  

Motion Carried.   5-0   Unanimous 

 

SALE OF PROPERTY 

Miklos made a motion to bid out for sale the unused light bar from the 1998 Crown Victoria, the 1998 Crown 

Victoria car, and the 2001 Crown Victoria car. All sales will be on the Municibid website at the direction of 

the Borough Manager. Seconded by Schaub.  Motion Carried.   5-0   Unanimous  

 

VACANCY BOARD CHAIRMAN 

Miklos made a motion to accept the resignation of Caroline Hassa as the Vacancy Board Chairman. Seconded 

by Banks.  Motion Carried.   5-0   Unanimous  

 

Miklos made a motion to advertise the interested electors of Ford City Borough to apply for the opening of 

Vacancy Board Chairman position.  Seconded by Schaub.   Motion Carried.   5-0    Unanimous  

  

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 

 Monday, December 14, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the Latin American Club.    

 

CITIZENS COMMENTS  

 There were no Citizen Comments at this time. 

 

RECESS 

 Council President explained a short break will be taken at this time. 

 

SOLICITOR COMMENTS 

 The Solicitor did not attend the meeting. 

 

BOROUGH MANAGER COMMENTS 

 Borough Manager explained the meeting with Dr. Kerry Moyer of CRA will be rescheduled. 
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Borough Manager stated the Finance Committee will have a meeting open to the Public on Friday, November 

27, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. in the Ford City Borough Office. 

 

MAYOR COMMENTS 

 Mayor made comments that required no action. 

  

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 Banks made a motion to turn that Train over to Ford City Partnership. Banks asked for a second. 

 

 Bartuccio stated the motion fails for lack of a second. 

 

Banks explained he asked last month about the money Mr. Abernathy owes the Borough. He also hasn’t 

turned his keys to the office in.  Has he been contacted?      

 

[Action was taken on 1-12-2015 to authorize the following: Schaub made a motion to authorize payment in 

the amount of $750.00 to the Pennsylvania Construction Codes Academy for Eden Ratliff and Josh Abernathy 

to attend the Building Code Official Certification Academy. Eden and Josh will both work with codes 

enforcement for Ford City at least until the cost of the academy is made up in revenues received from their 

services. Seconded by Miklos.  Motion Carried.  6-0  Unanimous] 

 

Bartuccio states the letter is in draft form.   

 

Banks requested a copy.   

 

Bartuccio answers ok.   

 

Bowser, Miklos, Bartuccio and Schaub made comments that required no action. 

 

Schaub requested the letter being sent to Josh Abernathy be sent by certified mail.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Schaub made a motion at 6:40 p.m. to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Miklos. 

 Motion Carried.   5-0    Unanimous 

 

 

 

 

     Kathy Bartuccio   Lisa Bittner 

     Council President   Borough Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


